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A bstract
T his a rtic le atte m p ts to a rtic u la te w hat p h ilo so p h erscientist M ichael Polanyi m ean t by a post-critical intel lectual ethos and to explore its im plications for concrete academ ic practice. cal tradition is characterized (in p art at least) by a C artesian strategy it uses to con q u e r the d em on of sceptical self-doubt: It restricts ratio nal evidence to w hat is or can be m ade im m anen t to consciousness (clearly and distinctly), and know ledge to w hat th e m ind is ab le rigorously to in fer th e re fro m . T h is is th e so u rce o f the m odern m ind's insistence upon explicitness; by insisting on keeping all o f its (focal) concerns explicit, it m aintains strict control (a t least it ap p ears to m aintain control) over the m in d's n atu ra l credulity, its tendency to believe w hat can n o t b e proved, which is the source of its g reatest fears. We have reason to believe th at we do transcend our subjectivities in coming to know the external w orld precisely as we achieve (and continue to achieve) sense in com m on with o th er independent knowers. (Polanyi's [1958:252f, 300ff field, an 'archaic background' in which o p erate pow erful, p re-ratio n al purification rituals (W ilshire 1990:ch VII). T hrough these rituals, recognition of the 'purity' or 'im purity' (and deg rees th e re o f) o f o n e 's professional p erfo rm an ce by o n e 's col leagues in the professional discipline is bestowed. In this way a sense o f one's iden tity as a professional sociologist, say, is given shape and a professional conscience is inculcated and reinforced. T he 'p u re' are those which are judged to hue close to the professional paradigm . T h e 'im p u re' are those which fall sh o rt in o n e respect or an o th e r. T he rem ark a b le thing is th at all this goes on w ith o u t the p a rtic ip a n ts taking in rationally what is going on -precisely because th eir conception of knowing is decisively inform ed by the C artesian paradigm of so exclusively focusing on the explicit com ponents o f knowing that the enveloping tacit background is entirely lost to reflective aw areness. In W ilshire's (1990:170) words: 466 HTS 49/3 (1993) C om bined with the need to achieve professional com petence in o rd er to be som ethin g d efin ite -bu t typically h idden by this professional behavior -are archaic identity needs. T hese tend to go unrecognized.
W hen they th reaten to becom e them atic th eir shocking n atu re usually prom pts th eir repression -self-deception occurs ('Y our dogs are b a r king in th e cellars', says N ietzsche). 'D ie result is th a t the ability of professional com petence alone to form the self is overloaded, freigh ted with hidden baggage. T he academ ic person all too easily pursues professional objectives com pulsively -frantically, num bly fearfully.
H e o r she is in no position to see the 'irratio n al' side o f the pursuitparticularly th a t th e need for recognition from the p rofessional p ee r group is so im m ense th at the group acquires the num inous authority of a tribe. O n e 's identity is engulfed in the identity o f the group; those who fall outside it are other, and th eir presence within it contam inates both it and its m em bers. Students are other.
W ilshire points out how it is precisely by excluding ra p p o rt with th ese others that such professionalism fails to m ake com m on sense and cuts itself off from the com mon world. All this m ight not be so b ad if th e consequences o f th ese p u rifica tio n rituals w ere n ot so m orally p ro b lem atic. F o r w hat they largely tak e for g ran ted and e n force -w ithout participants really realizing it reflectively -is a scientism ist, techno cratic, and b u reau cratic conception of the university as a know ledge factory (W ilshire 1990:ch III), in which each disciplinary specialty is supposed to tend to its own business of producing, by m eans of its professional expertise, its pre-assigned bit of useful knowledge for m anipulating the world -in blithe indifference to w hat is going on in any o th er specialty and in the world outside the academy.
I am n o t saying th a t D e sc a rte s' p h ilo so p h ical th o u g h t cre a te d the m odern world. But in an uncanny way it reflects and focuses w hat was at w ork, and w hat was to be at work, in the culture at large. It also anticipates the co ntem porary research university and its m aster p ro blem : despite its vast research capacities and its knowldege, it exists in strange detachm ent from crucial hum an realities, and p erp etu ates the im plicit dogm a th at th ere is no truth about the hum an condition as a whole (e.g. the hum anities merely express com m unal or personal sen tim ent, hardly know ledge). T he university fails to u n derstand w hat it is doing and w hat it is abetting, because in the dom inant conception of k n o w led g e, tru th a b o u t e th ic a l re la tio n s to o th e rs is b lo c k e d or obscured, as is also our involvement in the moody background worldm atters crucial to who we are and to w hat education should be.
(W ilshire 1990:40)
Professional recognition (o r accreditation of o n e 's 'purity') is accordingly not given (or, at m ost, rarely given) for efforts or accom plishm ents which focus on questions o f this n atu re that lie outside the paradigm of o n e 's disciplinary specialty -such as in in terdisciplinary study, teaching, o r research , in developing co m prehensive o r integrative understan d in g s th a t span several disciplines, or in teaching (especially not in the research university). T h e extraordinary people who do devote significant energies and tim e to th ese 'im p u re ' e n terp rises accordingly go unrew arded; often Such an em phasis grants access to, and a basis for, recognizing reality-in-com m on.
A nd only such an understanding will prom pt a re ad er o r h earer to seek to interpret explicit know ledge w ithin its original living con tex t o f in tim atio n -in tim atio n of 
